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ABSTRACT
ERIN M. SMITH: News Media Consumption and Perceptions of Poverty Within a
Sample at the University of Mississippi
(Under the direction of Joe Atkins)
The American news media are the cultural shapers of today’s society. Their many
stories create a visual sense of reality for the consuming public, and many media critics
have begun to call foul for their many misrepresentations of minorities, in particular their
over-representation of black poverty. These representations have been shown to have
substantial influence on the public’s perception of poverty, which may shape the attitudes
and beliefs toward certain policy implementation. To test the validity of such claims, a
quantitative instrument was distributed over the course of two days at the University of
Mississippi. Also, the survey was designed to measure if students believe what the news
media portray regarding race is reflective of reality and whether certain media cause
higher distorted poverty perceptions among participants.
Generally, the respondents reflected the apparent distortions of poverty projected
by the news media. Furthermore, no statistically significant relationship between certain
news media consumption and their perceptions of poverty was observed; however, those
who consumed online news media sources reported the highest poverty distortion.
Moreover, those distortion scores were related to what welfare policy reforms, either
individualistic or egalitarian, they would implement to the current welfare system. The
students who had a less accurate view of poverty were less likely to support the addition
of more social programs to aid poor and were more likely to support more rigorous
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guidelines as to who can qualifyforfederal assistance. Also, the respondents were
divided on whether or not the news media portrayed an accurate racial picture of
America; however, the white respondents noticed race being mentioned by the new
media more often than the non-whites. Subsequently, the respondents who believed the
news media mentioned race often or too often more than likely had higher distorted
perceptions of poverty.
Distorted perceptions of poverty do influence opinions on policy implementation.
Although, a specific medium cannot be held responsible for causing higher distortions of
poverty in the sample, the news media have a certain responsibility to provide America
with accurate information, especially dealing with poverty.

PREFACE
Like many who undertake major research, my research has been reshaped,
rehashed and revisited by many speakers, academics, researchers and professors. Before I
found this topic of reality construction and the news media, I first wanted to combine my
three loves of Spanish, politics and the news media by focusing on the then-upcoming
parliamentary elections in Spain. However, this globd perspective was soon challenged
by my lack offunds and further reshaped when I wrote a brief paper condemning the use
of black stereotypes in the news media for a mass media ethics class.
Furthermore, this past summer,I saw the excitement ofthe 2004 Democratic
National Convention in Boston, and I was appalled with the lack of participating youth in
the convention. Just one Saturday prior to the opening ceremonies in Beantown, A1
Sharpton had seemingly challenged me to return to Oxford, Miss., and get students active
in voting. Suddenly, I became interested in this and decided to jump into politics myself.
I was planning to run for a public office that November and wanted to possibly create a
“creative” thesis, which would combine a long-form narrative about student activism,
grassroots campaigning and local student perspectives. However, the dean ofthe honors
race
college didn’t like this unconventional methodology and pushed me to focus on my
in the media” topic.
While I treaded back to the J.D. Williams Library, I tried to find ways to combine
my topic with an added perspective: the future leaders of America. I began asking myself,
do the negative portrayals of black Americans have any impact on our reality, more
importantly the reality of college students. With further help from my dad and my
adviser, we narrowed the topic down to what it is now.
However,I still believe more research needs to undertake this important issue of
reality construction, media consumption and black stereotypes because the perceptions of
college students across the nation will impact the future social, economic and educational
our
policy of our nation. And,I believe, if our perceptions regarding poverty shape
attitudes and our beliefs, then those distorted perceptions disseminated by the news media
will shape our society in ways not befitting those we are trying to help.
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CHAPTER ONE:INTRODUCTION
THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY AND BLACK AMERICANS
Today’s journalists act as the modem historians, recounting American culture and
society with numerous articles, photographs, reports, 4-second sound bites and plentiful
analyses. Their power in relating depictions and images of reality are substantial;
attitudinal and behavioral effects ofthe mass media have been documented and replicated
for many years by social scientists. However, as more and more people begin relying on
those journalists to paint an accurate portrait of America, many media critics have begun
to call foul as they notice the many glaring, inaccurate depictions of minorities, especially
when dealing with poverty and African-Americans.
Although African-Americans are disproportionately poorer than their white
counterparts, Robert Entman(2000)and other social scientists argue that being
disproportionately poor does not provide adequate justification for the high use of
African-Americans when dealing with depictions of poverty. For example, a majority of
white Americans believe African-Americans constitute a little over 30 percent of the
American population, the majority ofthe poor and the greater part ofthose receiving
welfare assistance.(Entman 2000)In 1991,the National Race and Politics Survey
randomly questioned respondents “What percent of all the poor people in this country
would you say are black?” Like participants in other surveys, the median answer was 50
percent. However, less than 30 percent of those living in poverty were African-American,
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according to the U.S. Census. One scholar suggested if people believe the conventional
wisdom that the majority of poor people are black,“then he or she is not likely to
encounter much information (in the media)that disconfirms those beliefs; on the
contrary, he or she will likely find much that conforms to the preexisting beliefs.
(Kellstedt 2002)
The submissive black mammy stereotype of yesteryear has been seemingly
replaced in the American lexicon with black druggies hanging out on the street comers
hustling people for their cash (Ebert 2004)or the broke single black woman purposely
becoming pregnant to receive monthly government hand-outs, abusing the welfare
system and becoming a welfare queen. These images are reflected in the mass media
through various outlets of entertainment media, reported by the news media and
consumed by the American public, creating and fostering distorted perceptions of
African-Americans(Entman 1990, 1994, 2000; Gilens 1995a, 1995b, 1996,2003).
These complaints about the misrepresentations of African-Americans are not new
to the news media, and in the last 30 years, representations of minorities have come under
increasing scrutiny. In 1968, the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, also
known as the Kerner Commission, stimned the United States when it indicted the news
media and white America as the underlying causes of many ofthe racial problems in the
United States. “By and large,” the Commission wrote,“news organizations have failed to
communicate to both their black and white audiences a sense ofthe problems America
faces and the sources of potential solutions.”(Kemer Commission 1968, 201-202) The
news media, mainly edited and written by white Americans, ineffectively covered the
black community. That ineffective coverage, concluded the Kerner Commission,
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contributed the to the black and white schism found in America. The Commission
continued:
It is the responsibility of the news media to tell the story ofrace relations in
America, and with notable exceptions, the media have not yet turned to the task
with the wisdom, sensitivity, and expertise it demands.(Kemer Commission
1968, 202)

Suggestions offered by the Kerner Commission
Increasing newsroom diversity was one of the main recommendations issued by
the Kemer report. The commissioners believed that if more African-Americans were
placed in the pivotal gatekeeping roles— those who decide if a story is covered,
published, broadcast, etc.

black journalists could offer a more in depth look into the

problems facing the black community. “News organizations,” the commission wrote,
“must employ enough Negroes in positions of significant responsibility to establish and
effective link to Negro actions and ideas and to meet legitimate employment
expectations.”(Kerner Commission 1968,201)
The news media seemed to take the Kerner recommendations to heart. In the
1970s and 1980s, the press began to create series of newspaper and broadcast specials on
problems specific to the minority community.(Wilson et al. 2003) Journalism
departments in the late 1990s and the beginning ofthis decade increased their efforts to
expose students to the importance of diversity in reporting.(Wilson et al. 2003) By 1999,
the number of women and minorities reporting the news on television was the highest
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ever, and the amount of minority reporters seen on the evening news doubled from the
numbers in 1991.(Newkirk 2000)
However, in a study published by the University of Michigan, the hiring of
minorities slowed after the decline of urban violence in the 70s.(Newkirk 2000) And,
media critics have criticized the number of minorities in the news media as still being
disproportionately low.(Wilson et al. 2003) In 1998, the Association of Newspaper
Editors reneged on their 20-year goal of minority parity by 2000 increasing it to 2025,
seeing that only minorities comprised 11.4 percent of the newsrooms.(Newkirk 2000) In
2004, diversity employment had climbed some 1.5 percentage points, narrowing the gap
of minority parity by 17 percentage points, according to figures released by the American
Society of Newspaper Editors. Minorities in supervision roles, i.e. editorships, producing
jobs, news managers, slightly rose to 10.5 percent.
Although Journalism schools have recruited a large number of minority students
and a slight increase of minority journalists in the pivotal gatekeeping roles has been
noticed, the proliferation of negative, stereotypical images still remain on the front pages
of many newspapers and in the lead stories of many newscasts. Scholars(Wilson et al.
2003) suggest that even with the increase in diversity, reporting techniques have virtually
not changed. “Students were taught that the news—^by definition—encompassed events
of consequences to the majority population audience which meant Anglo Americans,”
(Wilson et al. 2003, 126) wrote Clint Wilson and Felix Gutierrez in Racism, Sexism and
the Media. As the awareness grew, the reality that news sourcesin news stories-

specialists or experts

be white authoritative figures such as politicians, economists.

academics, law enforcement remained.(Wilson et al. 2003) Researchers Mohamed and
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Fleming found in the three newspaper chains(Gannett, owner of The USA Today,
Knight-Ridder, owner of The Miami Herald; and Scripps-Howard, owner of The
Commercial Appeal(Memphis)) reporters only used of minority sources with certain
types of stories dealing with minorities, which helped “feed the climate of racial animus
that we live in the United States”(Mohamed and Fleming 2003). Entman (1990)also
noted that most of the minority sources seen on network news programs frequently
complained of racial discrimination and often criticized certain government policies.
People of color are now more likely to get past the gatekeepers if they are
involved in ‘hard news’ events, such as those involving police action, or in the
‘colorful’ soft news of holiday coverage, such as Chinese New Year, cinco de
Mayo, and Native American festivals... [RJeporting in recent years has
emphasized non-whites on ‘welfare’ who live in crime-infested neighborhoods,
lack educational opportunity,job skills, and basic language skills.(Wilson et al.
2003, 112)
This “thematic, stereotypical selective coverage of minorities” (Wilson et al. 2003, 112)
has continued the discourse on the effects of the negative media portrayals and the public
consciousness, especially when dealing with depictions of poverty, welfare and crime.

RESEARCH PROBLEM:POVERTY PERCEPTIONS AT OLE MISS
As previous studies have shown, the news media have distorted and
misrepresented the face of poverty in America. Through the concept of media framing—
or the effects of mediated messages on a community—^the public has become dependent
on their description of reality. In effect, this reality is often times distorted visually,
especially when dealing with black poverty and crime. As it will be shown, the messages
derived from the media have compressed the problem of poverty as a “black problem.
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which has led to white opposition ofsome governmental policies, especially welfare
policy. While living in such a multicultural media age, have the trends found by the
various researchers still echo in today’s youth? Do some students at the University of
Mississippi believe the news media portray an accurate racial picture of America and is
there a relationship between their perceptions of poverty and the types of media they
consume?
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CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF LITERATURE
On June 27, 1994, a mug shot surfaced on the cover ofthe two largest circulated
news magazines in America, Time and Newswee\a. The mug shots were timely and
newsworthy; a public figure, who had led the Los Angeles Police Department in a slow
car chase, had been arrested for a double murder. In fact,just hours prior to the
publications’ deadlines, the LAPD released the arrest photo ofthe man,seemingly
marked by an expression devoid of any feeling.(Gaines 1994) However,the two mug
shots published on the covers of the news magazines were distinctly different.(Appendix
A-1) The editorial board of the Miami Times argued June 30, 1994, that the cover of
Time showed a brooding man with darkened features, highlighting a sinister and
menacing face while suggesting impending guilt. While Newsweek ran the un-altered
image of the mug shot, the Miami Times continued to call Time's alteration racially
insensitive, while “pandering to the basic racial fears of White America” in their June 30,
1994 edition.
The mug shot was of O.J. Simpson, and the portrayal of Simpson on the cover of
Time magazine sparked a debate within the mainstream and alternative press as to how
his darkened fa9ade propagated the idea of racial stereotyping. From 1991 to 1994,
Simpson was the third black American to grace the cover ofthe news magazine, while
Clarence Thomas with Anita Hill and the Rev. Louis Farrakhan preceded him.(Prince
1994) Other journalists not only criticized Time for acting in an insensitive manner but
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Earl Ofari Hutchison compared the now-infamous cover of Simpson to the magazine’s
previous cover of Jeffery Dahmer, who admitted to sexually molesting and mutilating
some 17 black Americans and homosexuals. Hutchison, staff writer of The Philadelphia
Tribune, wrote on October 25, 1994, that the highly respected news magazine did not
tamper with the photos of Dahmer but rather portrayed him as a “sad-eyed, contrite
young man” while returning to conventionalized racial coverage during the Simpson trial
by “typecasting black men as violent-prone criminals.”
A week after publication. Time magazine published an apology, stating that “no
racial implication was intended” and that the photo was “an illustration,” that transformed
Simpson’s blank expression to one conveying limitless feelings.(Gaines 1994) Nearly
one month later. Time Managing Editor James R. Gaines(1994)conceded in The
Washington Post that the alteration of Simpson’s mug shot had been “clearly an example
of racial insensitivity,” one where he needed “to have African-American people at the
table.
However, the damage had been done. The president ofthe National Association
of Black Journalists, Dorothy Gilliam, wrote in The Washington Post July 2,1994:
Finally, this cover appears at a time of unprecedented fear of crime in America.
Too often, the face of African-American men erroneously is equated with
criminal activity in the minds of many. Indeed, NABJ feels the distorted media
portrayal of people of color is one of the most serious problems in journalism
today. We know that the portrayal of blacks in the media has a direct effect on
how society feels about them. This complex issue is given yet a new and
unfortunate twist with Time's current cover photograph.(Gilliam 1994)
The complex issue involving distorted media portrayals of minority groups, particularly
African-Americans, has only created debate within the American society the last couple
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of decades. Arising from the many portrayals of violence, crime and criminality,
victimization, poverty, welfare, politics, drug trafficking, etc., the debate over the effects
of these distorted portrayals has become the primary work of many interdisciplinary
researchers, including historians, political scientists, social scientists, media researchers,
cognitive and behavioral psychologists and communication theorists. By examining the
evolution of African-American images and coverage in the press when dealing with
poverty, the apparent influence on American politics and society and the effect the
images and coverage may have on the attitudinal and perceptions of a person, the
foundation for the current research can be laid.

PHASES OF COVERAGE OF AFRICAN-AMERICANS OVER THE YEARS
The Exclusionary Phase
From the creation of the United States to the onset of the Civil War,black
Americans, who were not members ofthe citizenry, rarely were mentioned in the
mainstream press.(Wilson et al. 2003) After the Civil War broke out, Africans and black
Americans were more than likely mentioned in reference of those fleeing slavery in the
South.(Schneider 1996) Newspapers were often divided geographically and
politically—^the papers in the North limited their coverage of Africans and the AfricanAmerican community while the news organizations in the South mainly printed anti
black rhetoric.(Symthe 2003)
These policies of exclusion have had significant impact to the development of
race relations in the United States; the lack of coverage can be easily equated with a lack
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of status, which delivers a powerful social message to white Americans(Wilson et al.
2003):
Ultimately, exclusion from coverage in news media signified exclusion from
American society, because the function of news is to reflect social reality. For that
reason, racial exclusion determined the subsequent phases ofthe treatment of
people of color in news. It established a legacy that permeates American news
media into the 2V^ century.(Wilson et al. 2003, 117)

The Threatening Issue Phase
As the civil rights movement began to take root in the early 1950s, AfricanAmericans would later be thrown on the front page of Northern and Southern newspapers
while their civil rights struggle cultivated the new medium oftelevision. In the
beginnings of the movement, many editors in the Southern press continued to exclude the
events in their newspapers.(Halberstam 1986) However, as the upheaval and violence
increased—primarily as whites began to lash back— the Southern papers and subsequent
national press corps could no longer continue with their practices of exclusion.
(Halberstam 1986) During the student sit-in movement in early 1960, Mississippi
newspapers picked up on the story before the national press. The Clarion-Ledger, based
in Jackson, Mississippi, ran a front-page wire story six days after the first Greensboro sitin, Feb. 7, 1960. Each story of The Clarion-Ledger, extensively known throughout the
region as one of the large “hate-papers,” was introduced by some angle of violence, either
appearing as the headline or a sub-head in the story. The sit-in movement then returned
to the front page on February 16, 1960, and ran for three subsequent days, each headline
and subsequent story alluding to the impending threat of black Americans.
“Negro Lunch Protest Flares into Violence”(February 16, 1960)
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“White, Negro Youths Battle”(February 17, 1960)
“Racial Violence Flares” (cutline in February 17 edition)
“Race Tension Flares Again”(February 18, 1960)
After the passage of the Voting Rights Act on August 6, 1965, a staff editorial in then
weekly The Oxford Eagle appeared August 12, 1965 (Appendix A-2), where managing
editor Jesse Phillips wrote that the voting rights bill opened the doors “ to having an
unqualified electorate—in some cases an illiterate one.” Although race was not
mentioned, Phillips further equated equal rights to communism.“We wonder,” he wrote
August 12, 1965, “if President Johnson and his Justice Dept, have stopped to think just
how many Communists they will come up with in their drag-net voter registration
operation.
More recently, social scientist Robert Entman(1990, 1994) noticed how during
local and network news programs, blacks were often characterized as people who
represented serious threats to the stability and safety of society. In his network news
study (1994), nearly 30 percent of the stories dealing with African-Americans dealt with
crime. Seventy-seven percent of those crime stories were either regarded as being violent
or drug crime, versus 42 percent of the crimes stories involving whites. Although Entman
writes that the disparity could reflect a real difference in black and white crime, Entman
argued how it might not be reflective of reality, thereby exaggerating the rate that blacks
commit violent or drug-related crimes.
In his local news study(Entman 1990), accused black criminals were portrayed in
the televised segments by contemptuous footage with “glowering” mug shots or being led
around in handcuff by uniformed white policemen. In contrast, Entman noticed that none
of the white criminals were not televised by mug shots or shown in physical custody. One
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fact, Entman argued, was that many ofthe white criminals were being prosecuted for
white-collar crimes, where they could afford bail and good legal representation.
However, Entman noted how these negative portrayals of blacks may reinforce “whites’
antagonism toward blacks, especially among audience members already predisposed
toward hostility and resentment.”(1994, 516)
Pamela Newkirk (2000), a black journalist, reveals in Within the Veil: Black
Journalists, White Media that instead of extinguishing white fear of blacks, the news
media fuels it, which causes a further racial polarization. She cites the case of Amadou
Diallo, the African immigrant shot 41 times by the New York Police Department. After
his death, marchers protested for weeks against his brutal murder while the news media
“tried to absolve the officers, and minimize the outrage by suggesting that white police
officers [were]justified in their fear of black men in black communities.”(Newkirk 2000,
19)

The Confrontation Phase
As the civil rights movement progressed to pressing suffrage issues, the coverage
of the March 7, 1965, 'Bloody Sunday” protest in Selma, Alabama, pitted white against
black on the front page of The Clarion-Ledger(Appendix A-3), creating a natural
progression from exclusionary reporting to one where the actions of black Americans
“must be reported as adversarial because they are seen as threats to the social order.”
(Wilson et al. 119)
Like most papers in the nation. The Clarion-Ledger covered the “Bloody Sunday
event March 8, 1965, on the front page with an accompanying photo. However,the
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Mississippi paper characterized the march in anti-black language, typifying protesting
blacks as “stragglers.” The edition ran a staggering above-the-fold headline: “Troopers
Halt March with Gas, Nightstick.” With such a staggering headline, the straightforward
lead rehashed the information(Appendix A-3):
State troopers hurled teargas-bombs and wielded nightsticks Sunday to rout
several hundred marching Negroes.
Basic information as to how many marchers sustained injuries was not mentioned until
the seventh paragraph. The accompanying wire photo (Appendix A-3) depicted several
state troopers in gas masks walking through a cloud of tear gas and the cutline editorially
expressed the position of the state paper:
ROUNDING UP STRAGGLERS—^Troopers wearing masks round up stragglers
in a heavy cloud of tear gas after they broke up a voter march in Selma, Ala.,
Sunday.

As the movement for equality pitted blacks against whites on the front pages of
many dailies throughout the nation, three years after the march, the Kemer Commission
would ultimately accuse the media of characterizing events in terms of black and white.
The press basically reported from “the white man’s world,” and the biased coverage of
the urban rioting in the summers of 1965, the commission concluded, led the news outlets
to exaggerate the mood and event, creating false impressions of“race riots” to the media
consuming public. (Kerner Commission 1968, 201)
We are deeply concerned that millions of other Americans, who must rely on the
mass media, likewise formed incorrect impressions and judgments about what
went on in many American cities last summer.(Kerner Commission 1968, 202)
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The Stereotypical News Selection Phase
After the confrontational phase, Clint C. Wilson et al.(2003)assert that social
order must be restored by the use ofstereotypes.
Although conflicts between [wjhites and other racial groups have been numerous
throughout American history, none ofthe conflict resolution has resulted in the
disappearance of people of color from the American social landscape...
Information items that conform to existing [wjhite attitudes toward other groups
are then selected for inclusion in what is presented by the news media, and such
items are given repeated emphasis until they reach thematic proportions.(Wilson
etal. 2003, 122)
As the news media reflect the thematic, stereotypical coverage of minorities that
Wilson asserts, they have come under fire for their stereotypical portrayal of blacks when
dealing with stories regarding poverty. However,the news media have not always
represented blacks as constituting a majority ofthe poor. Political scientist Martin
Gilens(1995a, 1995b, 1996) noted in his five-year survey of three news magazines
(Newsweek, Time and U.S News and World Report) published from 1950 to 1992 how the
public’s perception of poverty changed by the news media’s redefinition.

POVERTY AND WELFARE: THE DOUBLED-EDGED SWORD
Gilens’ initial findings supported his hypothesis that news magazines generally
over-represent images of African-Americans when dealing with poverty; nearly threefifths ofthe images associated v^th poverty were of black Americans—^the inverse ofthe
national average. However, he also found that during 1950 through 1959, only 18 percent
of the photographs depicting poverty dealt with African-American images. This more
accurate portrayal of poverty declined slightly in the period between 1960 and 1963 due
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to President Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty initiative that was covered extensively by
the news magazines. The coverage, which focused on urban poor, incorporated a large
number of black images, and after the initial introduction of the War on Poverty, Gilens
noted a substantial change in media coverage of the poor. After 1964,the number of
African-American images associated with poverty increased dramatically from 30
percent to nearly 50 percent, creating what Gilens terms the “racialization of poverty.”
He attributes the sharp increase to the changing tone of the coverage of welfare policy
and the continuing War on Poverty. “Whereas coverage in 1964 focused on the initiation
of the War on Poverty and general descriptions ofthe American poor,” he writes, “stories
in 1965 were much more critical examinations of the government’s antipoverty efforts.”
In 1965, 50 percent of these images depicting poverty were of black Americans, and the
press cemented the racialization trend in their lexicon, Gilens noted, as they began to
cover the urban rioting in the summer of 1967. Due to this subjective coverage ofthe
poor, political scientist Paul Kellstedt(2003) agrees that around the time of urban rioting,
the two issues of class and race merged into one:
The riots that began in 1965 and continued for several subsequent summers
provided the mainstream press with a new lexicon, a new vocabulary to use in
their stories of blacks. This frame differed markedly from the prevailing story
lines before the Watts riots, which emphasized the civil struggle, voting rights,
and nonviolent protest. In a way,these frames were no longer “news,” even if the
events were. The “black poverty” frame that became available to journalists after
Watts represented news, not only in the immediate sense, but also in the sense that
they had found a new way to report the news. And the frame persisted far longer
than the riots did; indeed, we still hear of“urban ghettoes” in today’s coverage.
(Kellstedt 2003, 128)
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After the end of the rioting, the news media failed to return to portraying poverty
as

predominantly white, Gilens notes; the “black frame” continued in the 70s, increasing

black poverty depictions to nearly 75 percent in 1972. However, as the recession in the
early 1980s grew, news organizations began “whitening” their coverage.
This “sympathetic coverage of white poverty” -as Gilens notes—dropped the
number of African-American images depicted as being poor to just over the actual
national average of some 30 percent. Gilens(1995a, 1995b, 1996,1999,2003)credited
the decrease among the African-American depictions to the news media’s coverage of the
new poof

those middle-class white Americans that fell into poverty during the

recession.
However, as the country began pulling itself out ofthe recession, the percentage
of images of black poor increased to the previous levels of60 percent in 1992. Social
scientists Clawson and Trice (2000) continued with Gilens’ initial work and noticed that
from 1993 to 1998,the three news magazines still disproportionately used images of
African-Americans when depicting poverty. They concluded that these visual
representations:
do not capture the reality of poverty; instead, they provide a stereotypical and
inaccurate picture of beliefs about the poor, antipathy toward blacks, and a lack of
support for welfare programs.(Clawson and Trice 2000,63)
Many researchers have tried to explain why many news organizations
misrepresent the majority ofthose living in poverty as being black. Gans(1979)argued
that the location of news outlets in large cities creates an urban slant to the news, and the
availability of logistical resources to produce, write and edit the news are usually present
in these large cities. Massey and Denton (1993) suggest that African-American poor tend
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to be more geographically concentrated in large urban areas in cities than whites, who are
more likely to be unevenly distributed throughout the cities. One might speculate that
when photographers comb large poor areas in the city, the number of African-Americans
might be denser in poorer areas, therefore explaining the over-representation of blacks in
images depicting the impoverished (Massey and Denton 1993). However, Gilens(1996)
rejected that the availability of the large concentration of African-American poor explain
the media’s distortions of poverty, adding that editors may have misperceptions of reality
themselves and that may consciously or unconsciously reflect the public’s existing
stereotype.

Measuring the Effects of the Negative, Stereotypical Portrayals of Poor AfricanAmericans
Debate over the effects of the many negative and stereotypical portrayals of
African-American poor has opened discussions on the validity of such research (Kellstedt
2003). Finding causality between the news media and public perceptions ofthe poor are
statistically hard to measure, and social scientists have been able to find strong
relationships between consumption of mass media and attitudinal, behavioral and
cognitive effects. These relationships concerning media representation of poverty and
public perception may have substantial impact on support of certain welfare reforms
(Kellstedt 2000, 2003; Gilens 1999).
Before the 1980s, researchers(Weimann 2000)noted that although the media
have the power to change or reinforce people’s attitudes and perceptions, the changes
were not that substantial.(Weimann,2000) This “limited effects” theory was largely
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revisited and revised to the current model of“powerful media” after numerous studies in
the 1980s discredited the other findings. More recently, media scholars believe that the
effects of the mass media are “long-term, indirect and accumulative.” (Weimann 2000,
26) Many essential theories have appeared in communication studies that describe these
powerful social influences ofthe media, including, but not limiting to, the mediadependency theory, the agenda-setting theory, the meaning theory and the cultivation
theory.

The Media-Dependency Theory
Developed from the integration of the many previous media-effect theories, the
dependency model focuses on the idea of defense mechanisms—^when people rely on
their current perceptions, beliefs and ideas to minimize the potential influence of an
external source.(De Fleur and Rokeach 1982)The basis of the dependency theory begins
when those mechanisms fail. No existing perceptions, beliefs or ideas are present,
therefore allowing for the consumer to depend on the “reality” offered by another source.
The dependency model often revolves around times of rapid social change and conflict,
where the traditional roles and conventions are in a state of disarray.(Merksin 1999)
According to communication theorists De Fleur and Rokeach (1982), a sense of social
identity is weakened from psychological isolation due to the decline of the nuclear family
and the traditional community. The media, writes Weimann (2000), interpret and explain
the environment, and the consumers put a great deal of reliance in depending on the
media in place of the familial relationships:
They help establish our agenda by giving us things to think and talk about; they
help us become socialized into our communities and political systems and to
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participate in change when necessary; and they help us cope with our escape from
life’s realities in a wide variety of ways. In short, the greater our need to belong,
to understand, and to cope, the greater our reliance on the mass media. From this,
it follows that the media must have some pervasive influences on our thoughts,
beliefs, values, and even our behavior.(Weimann 2000, 27)
De Fleur and Rokeach (1982) agree that the more dependent a person is on a certain
source, the more apt they are to be influenced by that source in framing their attitudes,
beliefs and values. Bryant, Carveth and Brown(1981)found that when participants were
exposed to six weeks of films, either depicting heavy or light crime, those in the heavy
category indicated a greater likelihood of becoming victims of violence. Likewise, they
expressed more fear of becoming a victim of crime than those in the light-exposure
group.
Also, the accumulation of continuous messages from the media has shown to have
long-term effects on the perceptions ofthe public.(De Fleur and Dennis 1991) After
long-term exposure to these messages, Weimann argues that people generally adopt the
reality presented to them. Furthermore,the mass media “can have an especially strong
influence...when their audience knows little or nothing about the issue from other
sources. (Weimann 2000,27) Wilson et al.(2003) continues:
Nevertheless, studies have shown that negative, one-sided, or stereotyped
portrayals and news coverage in the media very often reinforce racist attitudes in
prejudiced members of the audience and can channel mass actions against the
group that is portrayed stereotypically.(47)
From this dependency theory arises the idea that the news media act in an agenda-setting
capacity, or determining the issues on the public consciousness.
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The Agenda-Setting Theory
Wilson (2003) noted that one of the large functions ofthe news media is to survey
large trends occurring in society and report those that seem to be the most important. By
performing content analyses on how prominent the placing of a news story in a
newspaper or on a televised broadcast, researchers(Rogers and Bearing 1996) have been
able to note that the “media agenda seems to have a direct, sometimes strong, influence
on the policy agenda of elite decision makers and, in some cases, policy implementation”
(Rogers and Bearing 1996, page?) As the news media decides which issues are of
pertinent importance, researchers(McCombs and Reynolds 2002)suggest this agenda
setting model has influenced many aspects of public opinion and behavior. Within the
surveillance role, agenda-setting is a significant portion, which can imply the importance
of certain issues, therefore building social consensus, and transmitting social culture.
(McCombs and Reynolds 2002). However McLeod et al.(2002) notes that the cognitive
effects of agenda-setting are not extremely powerful, and other research suggests that
news sources may be more influential than the stories under media control (Iyengar and
Kinder 1987). In contrast, political scientist Paul Kellstadt(2000)concludes that the
influence of the respective agendas is subtle, yet substantial:
The national media do not make blanket statements about race like “Blacks are
good” or “Blacks are bad” which the public blindly accepts as truth and
incorporates into its policy preferences. This is in contrast to other areas of
coverage such as the economy, where media messages are far more direct. In
those cases, it is easy to portray media influence in a simple way: the media say
something[,] the people believe it.
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Recent communication studies also suggest that the news media do not set a specific
agenda through an issue’s importance, but rather it’s a multi-dimensional power struggle
between those creating the news and the media acting as the surrogate.(Ettema et al.
1991)

The Meaning Theory
Related to the agenda-setting model,the meaning theory hypothesizes that
receiving subjective interpretations can define, re-define and stabilize media messages.
“By presenting endless portrayals of reality in its content, mass communication provide
experiences from which we collectively shape our meanings,” Weimann writes.(2000,
31) The meanings, often conventionalized, are then shared with other people, in which
new language, perceptions and beliefs are created.
Weimann suggests the meaning theory encompasses four basic stages on how
meanings are derived by media content. First, the media encodes the message by a
written, audio or screen presentation that identifies an object, event or situation. Next, an
audience member “perceives the portrayal and undergoes some change in his or her
personal interpretations of the meaning.”(Weimann 2000, 32) Thirdly, the audience
member then shares the portrayed meaning with other individuals, where it is shaped and
reshaped until the “the interacting parties hold parallel interpretations, which gradually
become cultural conventions of meaning.”(Weimann 2000, 32)Finally, the individual
behavior toward objects, events and situations is eventually derived from these linked
meanings.
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To return to the stereotype of poverty found in the African-American community,
the news media perpetuates the images of African-Americans living in abject poverty,
therefore creating the convention that a large majority of poor are black Americans. The
convention is spread and reinforced by media consumers, leading to inaccuracies in
reportage and inaccuracies in perceptions. Those inaccuracies have been shown to
influence opinions on welfare policy in numerous studies.(Gilens 1995a, 1995b, 1996,
1999; Avery and Peffley 2003)

The Cultivation Theory
Digressing from and incorporating the many media-effects models, cultivation
theory describes the cumulative responses to stabilized messages associated with the
most popular medium: television.(Gerbner et al. 2002)The cultivation model, designed
to understand the gradual-yet-long-term changes in group socialization, does not explain
the dramatic short-term changes in a person’s beliefs or behaviors.(Weimann 2000)
Early mass communication research focused on prediction and control, with a
clear-cut criterion for an effect: some change in attitude or behavior following
exposure to some message. But from the cultivation perspective, rather than
seeing communication research as a way to achieve a specific practical aim, it is
seen as an interaction through messages,” a production of symbolic environment.
(Weimann 2002,46)
As the theorists study television’s contributions to society, they have begun to note that
over a sustained period of time, the reality of the audience is re-shaped and re-molded to
fit the reality offered by the medium (Gerbner et al. 2002). As a heuristic medium,
Gerbner noted that the “facts” offered by television are evidently learned well when a
group of participants-who had noted and believed the under-representation of the elderly
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in television dramas— had felt the elderly were a “vanishing breed.”(2000)
Encompassing aspects of the meaning theory, cultivation theory may play a role in the
acquisition of the distorted perceptions of poverty when dealing with African-Americans.
Heavy vievvdng of television may reinforce or replace the perceptions, values and
habits of consumers, constructing false realities that are then distributed and consumed by
others. This idea of“mainstreaming” is becoming an accepted by-product of cultivation
theory.(Weimann 2000, Gerbner et al. 2002)
It represents a process of homogenization, an absorption of divergent views, and a
convergence of disparate viewers. Former and traditional distinctions become
blurred as more and more people from successive generations and groups become
enculturated by television’s reconstructed world (Gerbner et al. 1980, 120).
The differences found within different groups of viewers that are usually associated with
cultural, social and political characteristics are diminished when those viewers heavily
consume television.(Gerbner et al. 2002)

The Racialization of Poverty and the Effects on Society
As the disproportionate use of African-American images dealing with poverty
grew, Gilens(1996) noted how the magazines rarely used blacks in depicting the most
sympathetic subgroups of the poor, the elderly and the working poor. Gilens found that
only 1 percent of the black photographs dealt with elderly depictions as compared to the
5 percent ofthe depictions dealing with non-blacks. Also, blacks were underrepresented
in depictions ofthe working poor. However, when it came to the least favorable group of
poor, the underclass—or the extreme poor—African-Americans were over-represented.
Each of the 36 poor people pictured in stories dealing with the imderclass was black.
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Whatever the processes that result in distorted images of poverty, the political
consequences of these misrepresentations are clear. First, the poverty population
shown in newsmagazines—primarily black, overwhelmingly unemployed, and
almost completely nonelderly—is not likely to generate a great deal of support for
government antipoverty programs among white Americans. Furthermore, public
support for efforts to redress racial inequality is likely to be diminished by the
portrait of poverty found in these newsmagazines. Not only do African Americas
as a whole suffer from the exaggerated association ofrace and poverty but poor
African-Americans(who are often the intended beneficiaries of race-targeted
policies) are portrayed in a particularly negative light.(Gilens 1996, 537)

These negative representations not only perpetuated the poverty stereotype (Gilens 2003;
Entman 1990, 1994) but also, as Gilens notes, promulgated the longstanding notion that
blacks are lazy, therefore substantiating the idea that poverty is a “black problem.”
(Gilens 1996, 518) Kellstedt(2003) agreed, adding that some consumers ofthe news
media may use individualistic perspectives to blame African-Americans for their
situations.
Gilens also noted that when exposed to these accumulated and stabilized images
that blacks are a majority of those living under the poverty line, white support for welfare
programs decreases. Although not causally related, Gilens suggests that some whites with
inaccurate perceptions of poverty “are more likely to blame welfare recipients for their
situation and less likely to support welfare than are those with more accurate perceptions
of poverty.” (1996, 517) Avery and Peffley (2003)reinforced Gilens’ findings.
concluding that the racialized portrayals of black Americans as being poor clearly
affected whites evaluation of welfare. In their study, 603 white adults were randomly
exposed to four news articles that evaluated welfare reforms—^two depicting a black or a
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white single mother and the other two articles illustrating the welfare systems as
successful or problematic. The researchers found that when white Americans were
exposed to the black woman and her child, the respondents were particularly harsh in
evaluating welfare. Also, when the respondents were randomly exposed to either article
dealing with the successful or problematic nature of welfare,the researchers found that
the preceding article dealing with the race ofthe women shaped their views on the
content of the other article.
When a black woman is placed in the stigmatizing context of a story about the
problems of welfare reform, she is held more responsible for losing her job and
respondents are more likely to favor more stringent eligibility limits for welfare
assistance.(Avery and Peffley 2003, 147)
The stigmatization of the black poor and thus the selective, subjective coverage of
African-Americans when dealing with poverty have led some media scholars to term
gatekeepers as “modern racists” and “color-blind racists'

or those who typify anti-black

prejudice characteristics.

SYMBOLIC RACISM AND THE NEWS MEDIA
“Modern Racism” and Television News
With the numerous African-American misperceptions being accumulated by the
news media, social scientist Robert Entman noted how the proliferation of negative
stereotypes in local and network television news(1990)reinforced the three-fold concept
of modern racism, also known as “symbolic racism”(Sears 1988) or “enlightened
racism” (Jhally and Lewis 1992). The three-part scale to measure the prevalence of
modern racist attitudes, developed by social scientist McConahay (1986), includes:(1)a
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general aversion toward African-Americans because of the stereotypical attitudes framed
by socialization;(2)a challenge to political and economic demands ofthe AfricanAmerican community; and(3)a rejection ofthe idea of racial discrimination and how it
contributes to uneven playing field for blacks.
In his survey of local television news coverage, Entman(1990)noted how the
news media encompassed a general hostility toward African-Americans in their negative,
stereotypical reportage of crime. In stories involving the political demands ofthe
African-American community, the news media gathered sources that exaggerated the
degree as to how black politicians aligned themselves with special interests.(Entman
1990) He also noted that black politicians tended to be portrayed as being angry or
demanding of the government, whereas their white counterparts were credited with
announcing good news. Entman noted the last component of modem racism~the
disappearance of racism and the emergence of black authority-- in the many roles
African-Americans played in the news production, either in anchor positions or as
authoritative spokespersons. Entman argued these positions enhance the idea that racism
was no longer prevalent in society, and
thereby contributing to modem racism, while suppressing perceptions that blacks
are incapable of working and associating successfully with whites, thus
discouraging formation of old-fashioned racist sentiments.(Entman 1990, 342)
Some proponents take the idea of modern racism further, labeling the news media as a
“systematic white racial hegemony” when dealing with depictions of poverty.(Neubeck
2001) However,researchers Mohamed and Fleming-Rife (2003) dispute the hegemonic
idea, saying that the effects of modern racism may construct reality that deviates from the
truth, therefore, instilling fear in the mind of white Americans.
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One can argue that when the issue of race and class merged into one, whites’
opposition toward welfare was more than likely manifested in terms ofrace,
encompassing Entman’s ideas of modem racism. However, Gilens(1999)disputes the
modem racist claims. He suggested that this racial prejudice played some role in
generating opposition to welfare in white America, and researchers(Gilens 1999, Schram
et al. 2003) have concluded through their studies of public perception that racially
motivated opposition does not primarily reflect a general racial animosity but rather the
sentiment that African-Americans are lazy and “the perception that recipients are
undeserving”(Gilens 1999, 173):
The cynicism that white Americans express toward welfare recipients is fed by
their belief that blacks lack a commitment to work,in combination with their
exaggerated impressions of the extent to which African-Americans populate the
country’s welfare rolls.(Gilens 1999,173)

Color-blind Ideology, Color-Blind Racism and the Evening News
Stemming from the idea of“systematic white racial hegemony,” another theory
encompasses the many ideas of modem racism. Color-blind ideology—^believing that
racial discrimination has been replaced by equal opportunity—^has become the dominant
race ideology in America.(Herring et al. 2004)
Social scientist Bonilla-Silva noticed in his analysis of college students(2003)
four central frames of what he termed color-blind racism. The first frame deals with
abstract liberalism, or combining the ideals ofequal opportunity with economic
individualistic ideals to explain racial events. Bonilla-Silva writes that this first facet of
color-blind racism involves ignoring the severe under-representation of minorities in the
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white-collar work force, ignoring the historical evolution of institutional and statesponsored segregation and being “blind” to the many negative consequences for
minorities when discussing issues of race. The second frame of color-blind racism is the
idea of naturalization, which allows whites to address racial phenomena as being natural,
Bonilla-Silva writes. For example, to explain the segregation seen in lunchrooms and
other common areas, people claim that others “gravitate toward likeness” or refer to class
acting as the de facto divider. However, Bonilla-Silva doesn’t accept these justifications,
writing that the divides are racially based.
Cultural racism, the third frame Bonilla-Silva noticed, creates a culture in which
stereotyping is accepted and further promulgated. The last frame ofcolor-blind racism is
the minimization of racism, also the third component of modem racism.
After the end ofthe civil rights movement. Brown et al.(2003) writes that many
believed racism to have ended with the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Civil Rights Act of 1968. The majority ofthe
traditional anti-black sentiments had been reversed, and the idea of a color line had been
altered.(Brown et al. 2003) Ebert argues that if people believe American society has
achieved color-blindness, the historically-documented idea of group privilege is replaced
by an idea of individual deficiencies. In a 1994 survey, 13 percent of whites believed that
blacks had an innate ability to learn less than whites; 90 percent of whites supported
school integration, while they favored blacks and whites having the same job
opportunities.(Thernstom 1994)
What Americans see as the color-blind ideal-an American value for which we
must ceaselessly strive—is really nothing more than an ideology of racial
subjugation that perpetuates long-established inequality.(Ebert 2004, 175)
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If individualist ideals- -e.g. “pulling yourself up from the bootstraps,” etc-- are portrayed
through the media regarding the poor, public opinion regarding race and class may
become socially conservative.(Kellstedt 2003) Moreover, Ebert adds that although
research has shown that white Americans do believe in the idea of racial equality, support
drops for the egalitarian social programs designed to improve the economic and social
status of minorities.(2004)“Therefore,” she notes,“there is a gap between increasingly
egalitarian principles and remaining resistance to government implementation of such
programs like affirmative action.”(Ebert 2004, 181)
Ebert(2004) also notes an apparent paradox within the color-blind ideology, the
appearance of white consciousness, or white awareness of race. White consciousness
manifests itself within the color-blind ideology by examining the numerous reverse
discrimination charges filed when white privilege is asserted.(Ebert 2004)
In his survey of white college students’ perceptions, Bonilla-Silva(2003)noted
how the idea of“white habitus'

-the conditioning and creating of whites’ racial taste,

perceptions, feelings, emotions and views on racial matters by an uninterrupted,
segregated socialization process—creates a positive self-image for whites while
sustaining negative perceptions of minorities. He documented that while growing up, the
white students experienced a tremendous amount of racial segregation, which continued
while in college. However,the white students did not factor in this extended segregation
as being racially motivated, but rather a product of naturalization (e.g. “It’s just the way
things are”). The negative associations white Americans have of blacks, Bonilla-Silva
noted, are also extended to their interracial, interpersonal relationships, therefore not
fostering “fertile soil upon which primary interracial associations can flourish, regardless
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of blacks’ level of assimilation.”(Bonilla-Silva 2003, 125)“Despite the civil rights
revolution,” Bonilla-Silva writes,‘Whites, young and old, live a fundamentally
segregated life that has attitudinal, emotional, and political implications.”(2003,126)
With such a limited interaction with members of other racial groups, researchers
have noted how the news media may provide whites with “virtual encounters” of people
of other minority groups.(Weimann 2000) However those “virtual encounters” may be
far from reality. In the 1991 National Race and Politics Survey, residents of Washington
and Oregon, where blacks comprise 6 percent ofthe states’ respective populations,
believed some 47 percent of the nation’s poor were African-American. In Wyoming,
North Dakota, South Dakota,Idaho, Montana, and Utah, where African-Americans
constitute 1 percent of the population, residents believed that 47 percent ofthe poor were
black.(Gilens 2003)
Locating African-Americans in an ahistorical context, the media perceptions that
are generated reinforce the Black population as being welfare cheats, welfare
queens, hanging out on street comers, out of work, and lazy, the characteristics
associated vrith the ‘underclass’...There has been a media barrage of[bjlacks as
the root of all problems that has actively spread and perpetuated stereotypes of
African-Americans.(Ebert 2004,186)
These gross distortions of poverty may be attributed to the color-blind ideology that
dominates the American society. The color-blind ideology helps legitimize the myths
about minority groups—such the negative portrayals of African-Americans in the news
media when dealing with poverty or crime— which then assists in hiding everyday racial
realities.(Feagin and Vera 1995, Sidanius 1999, Ebert 2004)
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CHAPTER THREE: METHOD AND DESIGN OF CURRENT RESEARCH
In order to answer the questions posed in the research problem, a three-part crosssectional survey was distributed to 81 college students ranging from freshmen to doctoral
candidates. Designed to measure the perceptions of University of Mississippi students
regarding the portrayal of race in the news media and any apparent relationships between
their perceptions of poverty, type of media they consumed, and race ofthe participants,
the survey was reviewed by the thesis adviser and a consulting statistician for purposes of
clarity prior to distribution to the participants. After consultation, one additional item was
inserted to gather more information.
Eighty-one students were selected at random over a period oftwo days in various
common areas to complete the questionnaire. Of the 81 instruments initially handed out,
only 63(77% return) were completed correctly and therefore used as data(freshman
n=22, sophomore n=9,junior n=8, senior n=16, master’s student n=l, doctoral student=l,
other=6. Thirty-nine(66.1%)of the participants were female, and 33.9%(n=20) were
male. Thirty-eight(64.4%)of the participants were white while 20(33.9%) were
African-American.
Part One of the instrument contained four items that specifically addressed media
consumption and the respondents’ views concerning race in the news media. Also,
contained within Part One was an open-ended question that allowed the respondents to
write-in their most consumed news outlet. Questions 2, 3, and 4 were then coded using

31

numbers to calculate respective frequencies and apparent variance between other
questions.
Part Two included nine items that gauged the respondents’ perceptions of poverty
in America. The respondents were given the standard federal poverty lines as determined
by the U.S. Census in 2003 and were asked to estimate the percentage of poor for each of
the following populations: the United States, African-Americans living within the United
States, Mississippians, and African-Americans living in Mississippi. Questions 9 and 10
asked for the respondents to circle which population group accounted for the majority of:
those who lived under the national poverty line and those receiving federal and/or state
welfare assistance. Questions 11 and 12 asked for the opinions ofthe respondents as to
on whether egalitarian or individualistic reforms should be made to the current welfare
system. Another open-ended question was utilized, soliciting other suggestions for
welfare reforms to be qualitatively categorized.
Part Three obtained demographic information from the respondents to be
analyzed for descriptive data and any apparent relationships between demographics and
perceptions.
Once the questionnaires were handed out, the gathered data were coded for
analysis using SPSS/Vl 1.0. To gauge distorted poverty perceptions(Questions 5 through
Questions 8)the researcher designed a Scale of Poverty Distortion, where the responses
were coded incorrect/correct based on different percentage thresholds(PTi through PT4)
calculated by the 2003 poverty levels provided by the U.S. Census + 5%. Appendix B-1
shows the complete coding and PT information. Those whose estimations were above the
respective PT were allotted 1 point for each question. Since the research problem dealt
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with an idea of over-representation of blacks living under poverty, those whose
estimations were at or below the respective PT levels received 0 points. Furthermore,
Questions 9 and 10 were also coded as being incorrect/correct. Those incorrect responses
received 1 point whereas those who responded correctly received 0 points. The points
accumulated for Questions 5 through 10 were then marked on a scale of poverty
distortion, created to measure the poverty distortion among the respondents. A perfect
score of0 represented a less distorted view of poverty while a score of6 represented the
maximum distortion.
To provide for a greater chance of significance. Questions 9 and 10 were further
coded individually (0=correct, l=incorrect) and compared as dependent variables using
ANOVA with other independent variables. Therefore, the ranges of scores dealing with
the perceptions of population group poverty and population group welfare assistance
were both 0 to 1.
This study was not designed to be an accurate predictor of attitudes, behaviors or
values or relate causal effects of news media consumption on a sample population. But
rather, it was designed to measure the perceptions of a random group of students, not
necessarily representative of the university community.

33

CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
RESULTS OF SURVEY INSTRUMENT
Sixty-four percent of the students reported that they relied on television as their
primary source for news(Appendix C,Table 4-1). Nearly one out of three(32%)ofthe
respondents who reported that they preferred television as their primary source for news
indicated they watched CNN or Headline News. The second choice for news information
gathered on television was local news followed by Fox News Channel and lastly
networks news(Appendix C, Table 4-1).
The respondents’ second choice for news sources was online(Table 4-1). Almost
one out offive respondents relied on online sources for their news. An equal proportion
of respondents indicated that they either read newspapers or listened to the radio as their
primary source for news. Only one respondent indicated a preference for magazines as
his/her primary news source.
When dealing with the respondents’ estimations of poverty in America,the mean
estimation for the percentage ofthe American population that lives under the federal
poverty line was 29.1%(Appendix C, Table 4-2), nearly 18 percentage points higher than
the actual numbers. The scored section encompassed estimations dealing with people’s
perception of poverty in general, African-Americans living in poverty, Mississippians in
poverty, black Mississippians in poverty, the largest population group living in poverty,
and the largest population group receiving welfare assistance. The range for their scores
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was from 0 to 6, where 0 represented a less distorted view of poverty and 6 the highest
distorted view. The mean score for the respondents was 4.05 (SD=1.77 n=59; Appendix
C, Table 4-3). A one-variable ANOVA did not indicate a significant relationship
between what type of media the respondents consumed and their scored perceptions of
poverty (F=2.265, df=4/54, p > .05). However,those who consumed online news seemed
to have higher distorted perceptions of poverty (M=4.6, SD=1.64655, n=10). The
respondents who mainly watched television as their primary source of news reported to
have a higher distorted perception of poverty, also(M=3.9737, SD 1.74738 n=38 Table
4-4). Newspaper reported the lowest distorted perception with a mean of 3.2(SD=2.68
n=5). Also, no relationship was found between race and the scored perceptions of poverty
(F=l.489, df=2/53, p > .05, n=56). The white respondents scored an average of 3.9714
(SD=1.59) while the African-American respondents had a more distorted view(M=4.25
SD=1.97n=20 Table 4-3).
A majority (52.4% n=33) of respondents believed the news media do not portray
an accurate racial picture of America while 47.6 percent(n=30)believed the media
portrayal is accurate. Further analysis of Question 2 revealed that an equal percentage of
white respondents believed the news media’s picture ofrace was accurate as did those
who believed it to be inaccurate(Appendix D,Figure 4-1). However, three-out-of-five
black participants believed the news media provides an inaccurate portrait ofrace in
America. Chi-square analysis showed there was no observed relationship between race
and whether the media portrayed an accurate picture of race in America(x (2,
N=59)=1.652/7>0.05).
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A univariate ANOVA with the Combined Poverty Distortion(CPD)score acting
as the dependent variable did not indicate a significant relationship between portrayal of
an accurate racial picture and the CPD mean score(p > 0.05, Appendix D,Figure 4-2)
The respondents who believed the media do portray an accurate picture ofrace reported a
higher distortion of poverty (M=4.2857 SD=1.67)on the 6-point scale of Combined
Poverty Distortion(CPD). The respondents who answered “No” to the question reported
a distortion of 3.8387(SD=1.86).
Nearly one-third ofthe students answered that the media covered events dealing
with race often or too often (Appendix C,Table 4-5). Virtually the same proportion ofthe
African-American respondents and the white respondents thought the media’s coverage
of racial events was often or too often, 35 percent for African-Americans compared to
32.4 percent for whites. Although not significant(X^(16, N=62)=19.196p > 0.05), 45

percent of the African-American respondents thought that the coverage ofracial events
was infrequent or too infrequent compared to only 35.1 percent for whites. Furthermore,
there was no relationship between the types of media consumed and the respondents’
perceptions on how often the news media covered race.
Using linear-by-linear association, which measures correlation between two
variables, the observed relationship between race and how often the news media mention
race was significant X^(l, N=58)=4.940p < 0.05 (Appendix C, Table 4-5 and Appendix

D, Figure 4-3). Nearly 66 percent of white respondents believed the media mentioned
race often or too often, whereas black students were divided. Overall, the majority of the
students(56.5% n=35) believed the news media mentioned race often or too often. Also,
those students who believed the news media mentioned race often or too often reported
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statistically significant higher distorted views of poverty using the 6-point combined
poverty distortion scale (Appendix D,Figure 4-4).
Forty-four percent of the respondents(n=27)believed Hispanics comprised the
largest group living under poverty. Twenty-four respondents(39.4%)believed blacks
were the largest population group living under the federal poverty line. Only 11.5%(n=7)
chose the correct answer—white Americans—as the largest population group living in
poverty (Appendix D, Figure 4-5). Also 66 percent of the respondents(n=41)believed
African-Americans comprised the largest population group receiving welfare assistance
while 24% of the respondents(n=15)chose the correct answers—white Americans.
On the two questions concerning welfare reforms,32.2% ofthe students(n=19)
agreed with the statement: The current welfare system should be reformed by instituting
more social programs that will aid the poor. Twenty-five percent(n=16)ofthe students
strongly agreed or remained neutral(25.4% n=16). When broken down by race, the black
respondents tended to answer neutral, agree and strongly agree. For white respondents
who believed a large number of minorities comprised the majority of welfare recipients,
they tended to remain neutral or disagree with the previous statement(Appendix D,
Figure 4-6). There was no observed relationship between the type of media the
respondents consumed and their opinions on whether more social programs should be
instituted (x^(12, N=59)=l 1.229 p > 0.05). For the next question, 19 students(32.2%)

agreed with the statement: The current welfare system should be reformed by instituting
more rigorous guidelines as to who can qualifyfor governmental aid. Nearly 29%(n=17)
remained neutral while 22.2%(n=14)strongly agreed. Also, no relationship was
observed between the types of media consumed and their opinions on whether there
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needs to be more rigorous guidelines in the federal welfare system (X^(16,

N=59)=20.258 p > 0.05). However,those white respondents who tended to strongly
agree, agree or remain neutral reported higher distortions ofthose who comprised the
majority of welfare recipients(Appendix D,Figure 4-7,4-8). Furthermore,the black
respondents who marked strongly agree reported higher distortions ofthose who
comprised the majority of welfare recipients. Also, the respondents who marked strongly
agree reportedly had higher levels of poverty distortion on the 6-point Combined Poverty
Distortion scale (M=5.0714 SD=0.91687)than those who marked disagree(M=3.3750
SD=1.30247)(Appendix D, Figure 4-9).
In the written field (Table 4-7), 26.0% of the respondents(n=8) believed the
government should implement better education and job-training services to those who
received welfare assistance. Others(13.0% n= 4) believed in reforming the current
healthcare system either by implementing a type of universal healthcare or reforming
Medicare/Medicaid. A number of participants responded that time limits(10% n=3)and
social security reform(10% n=3) were needed to reform the welfare assistance program.

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
Living in a multicultural media age has presented numerous problems with the
news media perpetuating the stereotype of black poverty. As previous studies have shown
(Entman 1990,1994,1996, Gilens 1995a, 1995b, 1996, 1999, Kellstedt 2000,2003), the
news media have grossly distorted and over-represented black America as being
predominantly poor, and those distorted views appear to be consistent in the majority of
the survey participants (Table 4-2). Those who stated they received their majority of
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news information from online sources, such as Yahoo!, CNN.com and MSNBC.com,
seemed to have a worse distorted view of poverty in America than those who mainly
relied on television news. Nearly 81 percent of 18 through 29 year-olds access the
Internet daily (Metzger et al. 2003)and there has been little research done on their
Internet consumption behavior and their motivations for surfing the World Wide Web.
However, Metzger, Flanagin and Zwarun (2003) noticed in their study of Web
consumption, college students tended to not verify information they received from online
sources. Furthermore, their research showed that college students appeared to be more
trusting of the medium than their non-student counterparts.
Although sites that parallel their traditional media counterparts, such as The New
York Time Online or MSNBC,do have formal gatekeepers, the vast majority of
Web sites do not. Instead, most sites have no explicit editorial review policies that
on
serve as a means to analyze content and to verify factual information posted
the Web.(Metzger et al. 2003,272)
Furthermore, studies(De Fleur and Rokeach 1982) have shown that the reality
portrayed through the news media is selective and subjective, relying on the perceptions
of the various gatekeepers who may essentially set the public agenda. This essence of
“non-reality” appeared to particularly divide the white respondents on whether or not the
news media portray an accurate racial picture of America.(Appendix D,Figure 4-1)Half
of the white respondents agreed that the racial reality offered to them by the media is
accurate. In effect, this 50 percent acceptance rate may manifest itself as a component of
the color-blind ideology, singling out the “virtual encounters” proposed by many
researchers. Thus, the news media may reinforce various negative portrayals of AfricanAmericans and other minorities when dealing with race to those who trust the news
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media act as an accurate portrayer of reality. However, since further attitudinal data were
not gathered from the respondents, one cannot conclude a reinforcing of negative
portrayals of minorities within the survey sample, but the respondents who believed what
they encountered in the news media dealing with race as accurate appeared to report a
higher CPD score (Appendix D, Figure 4-2).
The majority of the respondents who watched television as their primary news
source appeared to report receiving an accurate picture of race from the medium
(Appendix C, Table 4-7). Television news sources have been the most-often studied
medium source for distorted portrayals of African-Americans. It has been well
documented that television, as a heuristic medium,cultivates and shapes reality more
than any other medium.(Gerbner et al. 2002) The respondents who consumed television
as their primary source of news information seemingly reported the highest distortions of
those who comprised a majority of the poor and also of those who received a majority of
welfare assistance.(Appendix C,Table 4-8)
Furthermore, the black students, who appeared more critical of the news media’s
portrayal of race, seemed to have a more distorted vision of poverty in America than their
white counterparts (Table 4-3). Eighty-percent ofthe African-American respondents
received the majority of their news information from television—supporting the idea that
television cultivates and reinforces beliefs. Although African-American respondents
appeared to be critical ofthe racial reality offered to them by the news media(Appendix
D, Figure 4-1), their awareness seemingly had no effect on their level of distorted
perceptions of poverty and those receiving welfare assistance. Bonilla-Silva(2003)also
found in his survey of black college students that quite a number ofthem subscribed to
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the same negative stereotypes dealing with poverty as his white survey respondents.
Drummond (1990) observed how African-Americans may feel alienated due to the
negative portrayals in the media and their own loss of racial identity. On the other hand,
little research has been done that studies the effect of the negative portrayals of AfricanAmericans in the media on black Americans.
White respondents were definitively more conscious of the news media
mentioning race, whereas the black respondents were equally divided among too
infrequently/infrequently and too often/often.(Appendix D,Figure 4-3) Returning to the
aspect of color-blind ideology, the opinion that the majority of white respondents who
thought the media mentioned race often or too often introduces the idea that whites notice
race in the news media more than blacks.(Appendix D,Figure 4-3) Continuing with this
theme, the mean scores for the Combined Poverty Distortion score were related to the
respondents’ belief as to how often the media mentioned race(Appendix D,Figure 4-4).
Those who thought the news media mentioned race adequately reported the lowest CPD
score, whereas those who chose the often and too often responses reported an
overwhelmingly 55 percent higher CPD score (Appendix D,Figure 4-4). The respondents
who were critical of the over-mentioning of race in the news seemingly were not able to
distinguish between the reality offered them by the news media and their perception of
poverty, supporting the many proponents ofthe meaning theory(Weimann 2000). In the
study, the respondents who believed the news media over-reports race may have more
potential for misrepresenting and overestimating depictions of poverty in the United
States. Without further attitudinal data, one cannot conclude the presence ofthis
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relationship. However, the distorted perceptions of poverty measured by the CPD score
also influenced the respondents' opinions toward the welfare state.

Race, the News Media and Perceptions of Poverty and Welfare
As previous studies have shown (Gilens 1995a, 1995b, 1996, Kellstedt 2000)that
among people who follow the convention that a majority ofthose receiving welfare
assistance are minorities, support for some welfare programs decreases. Although not
tested for in the current study, those respondents who strongly agreed with the
implementation of egalitarian welfare programs {more socialprograms to aid the poor)
had less distorted views of those receiving welfare benefits.(Appendix D,Figure 4-10)
When broken down by race, 50 percent of the white respondents who strongly agreed
with the creation of more social programs to aid the poor chose the correct population
group receiving the largest assistance from federal agencies. However, 100 percent ofthe
respondents who disagreed with the egalitarian reform were white and believed
incorrectly that the majority of welfare recipients were minority (Appendix D,Figure 46). Although further attitudinal data were not gathered in the current survey, Gilens
(1996) suggests that white support for egalitarian reforms to the welfare state may depend
on their attitudes towards blacks even with implementation of color-blind policy:
The majority of white Americas believe that blacks could be just as well off as
whites if they only tried harder, and less than one in five are willing to grant that
blacks have gotten less than they deserve. Almost no whites, regardless of racial
attitudes, want to cut spending for public school or for the elderly. But among
those who blame blacks for racial inequality, 36% want to cut spending for the
unemployed, and 67% want spending for Food Stamps cut... With a wide range
of demographic and attitudinal controls, support for these welfare programs is
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strongly related to respondents attribution of blame for racial inequality (Gilens
1995a, 1008-1009).
Moreover, the respondents who strongly agreed with the individualist statement
regarding welfare reform {more rigorous guidelines should be instituted as to who can
qualifyfor aid) were more than likely to incorrectly describe the composition of welfare
recipients than those respondents who disagreed(Appendix D,Figure 4-8). Also,those
who strongly agreed had the highest distorted CPD (Appendix D,Figure 4-9), reinforcing
Gilens(1996) finding that those who have higher distorted perceptions of poverty may
reflect their bias in their beliefs about welfare reform. Although many other facets may
be involved that may shape the CPD,those perceptions, which may be shaped, cultivated,
re-shaped and reinforced by the news media, may influence opinions about welfare
reform.
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CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION,SUGGESTIONS AND LIMITATIONS
LIMITATIONS OF CURRENT RESEACH AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE
RESEARCH
Since the survey cannot be construed as a representative sample ofthe university
community, the results cannot indicate the general mood of college students at the
University of Mississippi. The sample was also small, and the instrument itself was not
calibrated for efficacy prior to distribution. Also, several of the participants commented
on the wording of the questions, either being too specific or too vague.
To continue with the idea that certain media may frame race differently, more
academic research should examine closely how specific news outlets examine race and
poverty. Many social scientists have studied the effects of network and local news, but as
the consuming public evolves toward the many 24-hour cable news networks and the
growing “blogasphere” on the Web, little research has been undertaken to study how
these outlets frame race and poverty.
Also, to examine the public’s opinions concerning welfare reform, more
attitudinal data should be collected from the respondents. It would be interesting to
examine whether or not a relationship exists between political ideology and poverty
perceptions. Also, examining the participants’ attitudes toward race in general may give
more solid data as to why they do/do not support certain welfare reforms.
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With gathering more attitudinal data, the concept of symbolic racism, more
specifically the ideology of color-blind racism, should be introduced to the participants in
order to see whether a relationship may exist between their opinions toward the different
racial ideology and poverty perceptions. Also, the researcher could examine whether a
certain type of medium may have influenced those opinions regarding racial ideology.
Little research has been done specifically dealing with race identity and poverty
perceptions. In this survey, the white respondents noticed race more in the news media
than the black respondents. Moreover, one should find out whether this has been a trend
over a period of years or a recent social phenomenon. Also, this idea ofrace
consciousness and the news opens up new territory for social scientist to examine. Many
studies have examined the “virtual encounters” and the effects of negative portrayals of
race in the media, especially television, however, little research has examined whether or
not the cyclical nature of news and the effects it may have on the awareness ofrace. For
example, if the majority of gatekeepers are white, and whites may seem to be more aware
of race in the news than other minorities, how does this race consciousness reflect on
their decisions in the newsroom?

CONCLUSION
The findings of the survey supported the initial findings of Gilens’ welfare and
poverty perception study, suggesting that poverty perceptions influence opinions on
welfare reform. The news media, which may provide many people with “virtual
encounters,” have an enormous responsibility to act in an accurate and responsible
manner when reporting about poverty, especially when dealing with black poverty.
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Although many of the respondents in the survey were skeptical about the racial reality
portrayed by the news media, many ofthem seem to reflect the distorted views of the
news media when concerning the amount of blacks portrayed as being poor. One cannot
prove this with the data ascertained, but one can still conclude that the news media are
the cultural shapers of American society today.
The initial findings of the survey also indicated that although participants who
consumed online sources and television had higher combined poverty distortion ratings,
there was no viable relationship as to which media the participants consumed and their
perceptions of poverty. No matter which medium the participants consumed the most,
their perceptions of poverty were grossly over-estimated. Conventional stereot5q3es
dealing with the “mammy” and “Uncle Tom” have been replaced by more modem
stereotype fueled by symbolic racism, including color-blind ideology and modem racism.
These stereotypical views are acculturated and dispersed by the news media. As shown
with the sample (but not significant) television with online sources produce the greatest
distortion among the sample, and the public must take precaution when believing and
accepting the reality broadcast by the news media.
Furthermore, those misperceptions of poverty reflected the attitudes ofthe
sample’s belief on how welfare should be reformed. Although one cannot suggest a t>T3e
of causality between the students’ opinions and the media they consumed,research has
shown over the years the impact of the negative mediated messages dealing with AfricanAmericans, poverty and the public in terms of welfare reform. However, a certain
paradox among the student sample existed. Since they were equally divided as to whether
the news media portrayed an accurate racial picture of America, many of the students
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seemingly reflected the negative stereotypes of black poverty disseminated by the news
media. Social scientists should closely examine this apparent paradox found in the
survey. Although it was not causally related in this survey, further research may indicate
a strong relationship between the amount of media skepticism and the acceptance of the
reality proffered by the news media.
Public perceptions of poverty are important in influencing the public agenda and
therefore the political infrastructure of poverty policy. As shown in previous studies,
those people who may have distorted perceptions of poverty may not support the
egalitarian welfare reforms proposed by some politicians. There was a strong relationship
between the welfare reform beliefs and their perception of poverty. These public
perceptions, cultivated, reshaped and reinforced by a seemingly cyclical process, have the
power to influence the economic, social, and educational policies dealing with poverty
and welfare reform. From personal knowledge to information gained from private and
public resources, at each stage of this cyclical process, there is a considerable chance of
disseminating distorted and misinterpreted information. The news media confound these
problems when they distribute the convention that most poor people are black Americans.
As the news media become more powerful in the future, while the public accesses their
information faster than ever, the news media must provide fair, accurate and non
stereotypical coverage of the poor in order to reflect and recapture the society in which
they live.
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APPENDIX B: SURVEY INSTRUMENT
Part One
1. Where do you
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

1

I

receive the majority of your news information from?(choose one)
television (please specify program)
radio (please specify program)
magazine (please specify publication)
newspaper (please specify publication)
on-line (please specify organization)

2. Do you believe the news media portray an accurate racial picture of America?
a.
Yes
b.
No
3. The news media cover events dealing with race:
a.
too infrequently
b.
infrequently
c.
adequately
d.
often
e.
too often

I

4. The news media mention the race of a person:
a.
too infrequently
b.
infrequently
c.
adequately
d.
often
e.
too often
Part Two
Thefederal poverty line is defined as one person whose yearly income is $9,573 or less; a two personfamily
with a combined yearly income of$12,321 or less; or afamily offour whose yearly income is $18,810.
In your estimate:
5. What approximate percentage of the American population lives below the poverty line?
6. What approximate percentage of African Americans lives below the poverty line?
7. What approximate percentage of Mississippians lives below the poverty line?
8. What approximate percentage of African Americans living in Mississippi lives below the poverty line?

9. In your opinion, which population group accounts for the majority of people living below the national
poverty line? (circle one)
White

African American

Hispanic

Asian American

Other

10.In your opinion, which population group accounts for the highest percentage of Americans who receive
federal and/or state welfare assistance?(circle one)
White

African American

Hispanic

Asian American

Other
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11. The current welfare system should be reformed by instituting more social programs that will aid the
poor.
Strongly agree
disagree

Neutral

Agree

Disagree

Strongly

12. The current welfare system should be reformed by instituting more rigorous guidelines as to can
qualify for governmental aid.
Strongly agree

Neutral

Agree

Disagree Strongly disagree

13. What other reforms, in your opinion, should be enacted:

I

Part Three
14. I am;

Male

Female

15. 1 am classified as a;
a. freshmen
b.
c.
d.
e.

f.

sophomore
junior
senior
masters student
doctoral student

16. I graduated from high school in
17. I am;

White

(year).

African American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

18. My hometown is

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE WITH THIS PROJECT, AND ALL RESPONSES WILL REMAIN
CONFIDENTIAL.

Poverty Threshold (PT) Coding Information for Questions 5-8:
9. PT,>17.1% = 1 point
10. PT2>28.6% = 1 point
11. PTs>22.9% = 1 point
12. PT4>30%= 1 point
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APPENDIX C: TABLES
Table 4.1 Media Consumption within Sample
Number OF
Percentage of
Medium
RESPONDENTS
Respondents
Television
Online
Radio

40
12
5

63

63.5%
19.0%
7.9%
7.9%
1.6%
100%

Newspaper
Magazine
Total

5
1

News Channel

Number OF
Respondents

Percentage of
Respondents

CNN/Headline News
Fox News Channel
Network News
Local news
Totala

10
7
6
8
31

32%
23%
19%
28%
100%

Note: There was only a 77 percent response rate

Table 4.2 Continual data questions as to what approximate percentage of the following
groups lives below the poverty line?
American
Black
Black
Mississippians
Americans
Population
Mississippians
Mean answer
of the
29.19%
33%
33%
32,8%
Respondents
2003
23.6%
25%
12.1 %
17.9
Percentage of
Poverty*
From: Income, Po\erty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2003 published by the U.S. Census, distributed
August 2004

Table 4-3: Combined Poverty Distortion Score within Survey Sample
Rlean^(CPD^sco^
4.0508

N
59

SD
1.7754

Broken Down by Race
4.25
3.9714
5.0000
4.0893

20
35
1
56

1.97017
1.59937
0
1.71916

Total
African-American
White
Other
Total*

♦Note: 1.489=2/53 p>0.05
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Table 4-4: Relationship Between Type of Media Consumed and Overall Poverty
Perceptions
Media
Newspaper
TV
Radio
Online
Magazine
Total

Mean
3.2000
3.9737
4.0000
4.6000
6.0000
4.0508

Std. Deviation
2.68328
1.74738
1.22474
1.64655
0.0000
1.77554

N
5
38
5
10
1
59

Note: 2.265(4/52) p>0.05

Table 4-5: Opinions of Media Coverage within Sample
The Media Cover Events Dealing With Race (Broken Down by Race)
Race

Too

Infrequently

Adequately

Often

Too
Often

Total

12
32.4%
5
25.0%

12
32.4%
4
20.0%

10
27.0%
5
25.0%

2
5.4%
2
10.0%

37
100%
20
100%

White

Frequency
within Race

African
American

Frequency
within Race

Jhifre^uen^
1
2.7%
4
20.0%

Other

Frequency
within Race

0
.0%

0
.0%

1
100.0%

0
0%

0
.0%

1
100%

Total

Frequency
Within Race

5
8.6%

17
29.3%

17
29.3%

15
25.9%

4
6.9%

S8
100%

The Media Mention Race (Broken Down By Race)
Race

Too
Infrequently

Infrequently

Adequately

Often

Too
Often

Total

White

Frequency
Within Race

2
5.3%

3
7.9%

8
21.1%

15
39.5%

10
26.3%

38
100%

African
American

Frequency
Within Race

4
21.1%

5
26.3%

1
5.3%

5
26.3%

4
21.1%

19
100%

Other

Frequency
Within Race

0
.0%

1
100.0%

0
.0%

0
.0%

0
.0%

1
100%

Total

Frequency
Within Race

6
10.3%

9
15.5%

9
15.5%

20
34.5%

14
24.1%

58
100%
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Table 4-6: Written Suggestion as to How to Improve Welfare System
Suggestions

NumberOF
Respondents

Percentage of

8
5

26%
17%

Education/Job Training
Not Sure/Don’t Know/No opinion
Reforming Healthcare systems(Medicaid, Universal
Health Care, etc)
Reforming social security
Time Limits

I

RESPONDENTS

4

Determining valid purchases
Taxing rich to pay for programs

3
3
2
2

Other

3

13%
10%
10%
7%
7%
10%

Table 4-7: Crosstabulation of Media Consumption and Accurate Racial Picture of
America.
Racial Picture

I

Yes
Media

TV

18

40

Radio

0

5

5

Magazine

1
2

0

1

3

5
30

7

5
12

33

63

Newspaper
Online
Total

Total

No
22

Note: x2=(4, N=63)=6.806 p> 0.05

Table 4-8: Welfare Perceptions (Incorrect=l, Correct=0) as the Dependent Variable and
Consumption of Media within Sample
Mean
Media
TV
.7949
Radio
.6000
1.0000
Magazine
.6000
Newspaper
.7500
Online
.7581
Total
Note:1.587=4/57 p> 0.05

SD
.40907
.54772
0
.54772
.45227
.43175

N
39
5
1
5
12
62

56

■t .

APPENDIX D: FIGURES
20

-

18

●

19

19
I
I

16

■V
14
<5

12

1

i
12

10
■ White
5 Black

8

■ Other
8

6

4

I

2

I

1
0

0
Yes

No

Figure 4.1 DO THE MEDIA PORTRAY AN ACCURATE RACIAL PICTURE OF AMERICA (Broken
down by race)

n.4

,

4.3

4.2

£ 'l l
O

a
u
c

4

8

^ 3.9
.8387
3.8

3.7

3.6

Racial Picture
Yes
No
Total

Mean
4.2857
3.8387
4.0508

SD
1.674S8
1.66363
1.77554

N
28
31
59

'Jote: F^df/Cf D>0.05

Yes

No

Figure 4-2: Mean CPD Score Comparison Between Those Who Believe the News
Media Portrayed an Accurate Racial Picture of America
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Figure 4-4: Mean Combined Poverty Distortion Scores as a Dependent Variable
for How Often the News Media Mention Race
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